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Caucasia and Russia in Europe .        .         900,000

Turkish Armenia     ....      1,000,000

Persian Armenia      .        .        .        .'       200,000

Turkey in Europe    ....         300,000

Elsewhere.....          60,000

2,460,000

While the settled and peaceful Armenians have been
constantly losing ground, the nomad and lawless Kurds
have long spread far beyond the limits of the region to
which their progenitors, the Karduchi, seem to have been
confined. In classic times Armenia included the whole
of the Van district southwards to the 38th parallel,
and Sachau1 has determined the site of Tigranocerta,
one of its many capitals, at the village of Tel Ermen,
or the " Armenian Hill," a little to the south-west of
Mardin, within the limits of Upper Mesopotamia. But
all this region is now mainly occupied by the Kurds,
some of whose tribes reach iar southwards to the vilayet
of Diarbekr, while others have encroached upon the
Armenian district round about Ararat, and are found as
far north as the 41st parallel, about the head-waters of
the Kur. Others are scattered over parts of Asia Minor,
North Syria, West Persia, and the highlands between
Khorasan and the Turkoman country. Semi-independent
Kurdish tribes still form a dreaded cordon round about
the upland town of Van. Still more formidable is the
Hormakli branch, occupying the snowy Bingol-dagh south
of Erzerum, between the two forks of the Euphrates.'

Although not always so chivalrous as they have been
described by the few travellers who have occasionally
visited them, they still possess the proud and frank
address of independent highland tribes. Nor can it be

die Lage wn Tigranoccrta. Berlin, 1881. This place \*as
hitherto supposed to lie much farther north, at ox* near Biarbekr, on the
Upper Tigris.